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A Word From Our Principal

Dear Parents,

Wha an awesome sart we have had to the new school year Bdl our nev
teachers are dang aterrific job and we have undetaken abroad and challenging
set of initiatives that are moving usforward to even beter spiritual and academic
development for our sudents!

In Augug you received a listing of @ew in 20052006Cand | thought it might be
of interest to gve youa satusreport on aur nev prograns and oter projects we
have begun his school year:

Sdool hours extended B dasses gart at 8:15 amand end at3:15 pm
¥ With these new times we have addad two and ahdf hoursto our
teaching time!
¥ Great success with additiond minutes added to math progran; writing
and journding ime now available for language arts dasses.
Revised Mission and milosophy statement
¥ Our nav mission and phlosophy gatement, dong with thevision
statement that accompanies it has been incorporaed into print
materials, the webste and ued as abasis for hiring and dso for
classroom management plans at each level;
¥ Gradelevel meetingsscheduled in Octobea, November and December
to dlow more in-depth discussion of hemission gatement with each
age group wth presentationsby Father Donghueand Mrs.
Schlickenmaier.
New Religion program CFaith and lifeOfor all grades, K-8
¥ our nav Rdigion progam is atitOwith teachers and sudents dike B
teachers reporta degper, more structured presentation of he material,
and theillugrationsrefl ect oneof our vision gatements, tha St. Rita
School will be QA place wher e sudents are exposed to the great
works of sacred and secular art, so asto appreciate the role of
beauty in faith and education.O
¥ Our giritud theme, Heroes and Heroines of the BibleOhas been
incorporded into the Religion aurriculum as well.



Mrs. Schlickenmaier, cont.

Eucharistic Adoration addel to First Friday for all grades; Eucharistic Procession
¥ on Octobe 7" to dose out O¥ ear of the EucharistOAdoraion shedule developed for esch
gradelevel; Father Donahue and Father Scalia have spent time with each dass discussing
Adordion; Adoraion hed in Augug, September and Cctobe.
¥ Adoraion sheduled for the First Fridays of dl remaining £hool months
New conputersindalled in all nineclassroorns with high geed internet access established for each
¥ in adition, email accounts have been established for dl faculty and saff; computerized grade
book progran / administrative software installed for teacher and office use; sudent accessin
the classroom provides quick access for research
After school enrichment activities added to Extended Day Program
¥ prograns began 10-3-05 including @ports campOoption wice a week, Spanish in two sessions
(onefor K-3 and onefor 4-8), chair progem Pal led by S. Rita Schod faculty.
Two levels of math ingruction (with two s$parate teachers) in grades 6-8
¥ Ms. Mantz isteaching level 1 math for gades 6,7, and 8 n our nevly configured classroomin
the convent; Mrs. Manaker is teaching level 1l math for grades 6 and 7 and Algebral for grade
8 bal progransin 6,7 ad 8" grade math are bengtaughtin Saxon ®ries; Algebral using the
same text as local Catholic high shods.
(Math MondagO déred for middle schod students after dismissal with Mrs. Manaler
¥ started 9-12-05 and well attended!
After school Spamsh languageclasses available for sudentsin K-8
¥ see above offered as pat of the after school enrichment progiams
¥ taughtby Ms. Shoup, frst gradeteacher and aheritage Spanish gpeaker with an undergraduae
degree in Sanish.
Monthly early dismissal moved to first Wednesday of each nonth
¥ alowsamore prodictive teaching day onearly dismissal schedule;
¥ alignment with monthly HSA meetingsprovides parents a HSA meeting current information
based on faulty meeting monthly PrincipalsO Brum following HSA meeting dso refl ects up ©
date information, dscussion and decisionsfrom monthly faculty meeting
Thirty brand nev, high qualty microscopes and nobile lab cart for Saence K-8
¥ themicroscopes arrived ove the summer and ae carefully ensconced in ther special mobile
lab cart Beach dass will be scheduled fora specia lab sssion usng the microscopes beween
Octobe and December, 2005. Al teachers dso have access to this cart and the microscopes for
individud classroomuse. Thelarge storage closet at the back of the computer lab has been
emptied of ob®lete equipment and will bereconfigured to hold ourcollection of sience
equipment and math manipulatives.

In additionthe Strategic Planning Canmittee has continual its meetingsthroughouthe
summer and the new school year andis on shedule to findize afive-year plan for continuousschool
improvement by the beginning of November. This important work will give usalueprintOfor the
next five years and isa wide ranging progct encompassing dl aspects of school life. Look for updaes
in the months ahead, as well as informationd meetingsto updite all members of the school community
on this essentia work.

Whew! And itOnly Octoba! | will be updding you rguarly on ouradditiond progress and
initiatives ove the course of the school year Band ny thanksfor dl yourenthusasm and support

May God bless our S. Ritafamilies,
Mrs. Schlickenmaier




Mission Statement
By nowyou have probaly seen ou schod OshewOmission satement:

Sant Rita Sdool embraces the prindple that Ghe soul of educationis the education of the soulO
(PopePius Xl). We are a gmall Catholic school dedicated to forming dildren intellectually and
gpiritually usngthe teachingsand taditionsof the Catholic Church and he patrimony of
Western Civilization.

This is not MewOin the sense of replacing an old oneor béng cmmpletely origind. It is ewQin the sense of
giving aformal expression o wha we are about Runnhg aCatholic schoolthese daysistough gong. Ithdps
to have aclearly articulated mission to foauson when (notif) the challenges come.

Thefirst sentenceis my favorite. That Smple satement hdpsto focus our houghs and reorde our prorities if
ever they get askew. Souls. Eernd souls. Tha is wha makes a Catholic schod different. Yes, we want our
childrento besmart Bas smart as God has given them the capacity to be. We want to form them intellectudly.
Neverthdess, we exist notjud to produe fact-filled brains or only CEOs, dodors and lawyers. Any shool
can do ha. We are different because we exist to formeternal soulsin Christ and far Christ. Everything dse
comes dfter tha.

We describe ourselves as a @mallOschod, notonly because we are small, butalso because we think our
smallnessis an advantage. Only when we are small can each sudent Btha is, each soul DBreceive the attention
we want to give.

Because we are Caholic we use theteachingsand traditionsof the Caholic Churdh. We bdieve the Chuich
holdsthe fullness of the truth and we desire to serve our Lord by usngthat truth to form children intellectudly
and giritudly. Our Cahdicismisnotjug alabel. Itinforms everything wethink, say and do. Ad we say
tha publcly so we can beheld accountble!

As another tool we dso use the patrimony of Western Civilization DBtheliterary, artistic, scientific, philosophica
andtheologica riches tha the history of the Western world has given us fromandent Egyptand Igadl to
Eingein and bhn Rl I[I. Rootkd in tha wealth, our dildren will be beter able to embrace and rgjoice in truth,
beauty and goodiess wherever they find them.

Fr. Paul Salia



What® an CHSAG?
By Cindy Hart, HSA President

The HSA officers have discovered that when they talk abou the HSA outside of the St. Rita School circle,
people often wonde, AWhaOsn HSA?0 Well, hopefully youall know by nowtha GHSAOstandsfor GHome
and Shool AssodiationOand that the HSA isthe St. Rita version of aPTA or PTO. But the more important
question is, Vhat does our HSA do? The answer to tha questionis along ore! The HSA spon®rs many,
many activities to raise funds build community among our shod families, and o upportour eachers and
staff. To gd aglimpse of what the S. Rita HSA does, take alook & wha weOe done so far this year.

Basement Extreme Make-Over Project
(July)

Hog Families oufreach to new families
(July/Augug/September)

Teacher/Staff W elcome Week (Aug.22
25N luncheon, simmer treats day,
breakfast, and end-of-week gifts

Mulch Day for the playground

(Aug. 27"

Membership Drive (Aug. 29"-Sept.
23%N we encourage youto join! Senda
check for $20 nadeou to . Rita HSA
in an envdopemarked ues.O

Gift Wrap Sales (Sept. 12-23%N initial
reports show profits to beabout $6500!

Welcome Coffee (Sept. 6")
1% HSA Meeting (Spt. 77

Homeroom Moms contacted teachers and
class parents (early to mid-Sept.)

School Lunch Program started (Sept.
13"

Parent Service Program sgn-up ceadline
(Sept. 14" at Back-to-School Night)

Diocesan PTO Meeting (Sept. 17N
HSA officers attend these o tha we can
nework with other Catholic schools in
the diocese

Welcome Sodial (Sept. 23%

Sealant and Mulch Day for the
playground (®pt. 24"

Basketbal CoachesO Meting (Sept.
28" in anticipaion of erly October
basketbdl team sign-ups

Mini-Walk for the Homeless (Sept.

30MK Our community raised ove $3500
for ALIVE! House and CapenterOs
Shdter

Grocery Storeand Labd collection
programs begin (Sept. 30"

Art on he AvenueBoot (Oct. )N the
St. Rita booh had nurrerousvisitorswho
were interested in the schod, the
upooming 5K, and the parish

Book-it! Program Kick-off (Oct 39)N our
schoolOdirst reading incentive progran

Great BooksProgram (began first week
of Octobe)

Boy and Grl Scout Programs (began in
early October)

Teacher Luncheon (Cct. 5MN the start of
our nonthly luncheonsfor teachers and
staff

2" HSA Meeting (Qct. 5")N mark your
calendar for Nov. 2 =0 you donGriss
the next ore!

Enrichment Events Booklets complete
(Oct. 5N our St. Rita volunteer
Enrichment Coordinators compl eted
booklets for our teachers with page after
page of information onlocal offeringsfor
field tripsand in-school enrichment

Directory publshed (early Oct.)



Can you béieve dl these thingshave been doneby paent volunteers? We have a fantastic group of @rents a
St. Rita School If youOe been involvedN THANK YOU! If youOranotyet part of any of the many HSA
activities, nowOghetime to jump in, meet other parents, have some fun, and hép yaur kidsO shool al at the
same time. Watch for up@ming information aout the Parish Bazaar, our 2 annud 5K Fun Runalk, the
Book Fair, the Open Hous for progective paents, and daher upcoming prgects. For any hdp that you ae able
to give, we are very grateful!

This year, our HSA officers are:
President: Cindy Hart Vice President:
Treasurer Secretary:

The First Annual &. Rita School

JEAN ANN BEIRO
TOUR DESSAY

Writing to Win!

E ssay Writing Contest

Suat EntriesDue
N ovarba 28, 2005



Have you Noticed?

The school hdl/basement gotan @xtreme
makeoverOduring the summer, and progct
char Lisa Daly says, thanksto many helpers,
the work was completed Gn time and unar
budge.OWith fundsallocated by HSA, she
and he team were able to brighten the space
with amany-colored pdnt job, nav Gtained
glassOwindow treatments, multi-purpo® area
rugs and dtractive sheving where Extended
Day students can dash their suff. Even the
kitchen ga afacelift!

Theam was to areate a more inviting and
cheerful place for school assemblies, church-
related gaherings at and nusc classes and
EDC. Should fundsbecome available, Mrs.
Daly hopes to acquire unform, new tables and
brightly-colored chairs to complete the
makeover.

Kudosand thanksgo b plant manager David
Blas and Miss Ivy for ther generous
assistance, as well as volunteer painters Mike
Daly, Cindy and Hizabeth Addington, Kerry,
Molly and Emily Hutton, Gretchen and
Caherine Schreber, Kristine Hesse, and Mary
and Bah Manilla-Smith.

As our Beautification Chair for this year, Mrs.
Daly will be keepingan eye outfor other ways
to enhance andimproveour shod
surroundings Send he your ideas at
mikelisaddy@comcast.nd, orcall 703521-
4021.

S holastic Book Fair in November!

Our Sholastic Book Fair is scheduled for the
second week of November. Everyore isinvited to
join this celebration of reading. Not only does this
event raise money for our £hool it encourages
creativity, slf-expression, and reading anong our
students.

Come browse, choo® booksfor the whole family,
and hep buid our dassroom libraries by donding
booksselected byteachers through our
CLASSROOM WISH LIST progran. Every gift
will berecognized with a bookpkte identifying
your family or child as the donor.

This year, we have an additiond new opporunity
to bring more booksto gudents. It is called ONE
FOR BOOKS.

All themoney you give gaes directly to purchase
booksfor our £hool. Scholastic Book Fairs will
match the ONE FOR BOOKS dollars raised with a
dondion of bookgo three nonprofit progams
devoted to improving reading ills among
children: Kidsin Distressed Stuaions Nationd
Center for Family Literacy, and Toysfor Tots.

Please look for the CLASSROOM WISH LIST
and ONE FOR BOOKS progran displaysin the
coming weeks and at the Book Fair.

On bendf of students of our £hoolthank you for
your support

Kathryn Cde

5Kinfor mation

Date: Sunday November 13th

Place: Huntley Meadows Park (Telegrgoph Rd& South KingsHwy entrance)
Time: 2:30 pm rain or shine

Cost: Adult: $20 Sudent $5

Student T-shirt design ontest! Service hoursfor family registrationd
Prizes include: Race T-shirt, Clear sports water botle with school motto QPax per sapientiamO
(donaed by Noodles& Co),and "Reminder bands'.
I If we reach our fundrésing goa of $3M0 fromfamilies and $$000from busness donors
there will bea dress down day for entire school and an ice cream paty!”




