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A Word From Our Principal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents, 
   What an awesome start we have had to the new school year Ð all our new 
teachers are doing a terrific job and we have undertaken a broad and challenging 
set of initiatives that are moving us forward to even better spiritual and academic 
development for our students!   
   In August you received a listing of Ònew in 2005-2006Ó and I thought it might be 
of interest to give you a status report on our new programs and other projects we 
have begun this school year: 
 
School hours extended Ð classes start at 8:15 am and end at 3:15 pm 

¥ With these new times we have added two and a half hours to our 
teaching time! 

¥ Great success with additional minutes added to math program; writing 
and journaling time now available for language arts classes. 

Revised Mission and Philosophy statement 
¥ Our new mission and philosophy statement, along with the vision 

statement that accompanies it has been incorporated into print 
materials, the website and used as a basis for hiring and also for 
classroom management plans at each level; 

¥ Grade level meetings scheduled in October, November and December 
to allow more in-depth discussion of the mission statement with each 
age group with presentations by Father Donahue and Mrs. 
Schlickenmaier. 

New Religion program ÒFaith and LifeÓ for all grades, K-8 
¥ our new Religion program is a ÒhitÓ with teachers and students alike Ð 

teachers report a deeper, more structured presentation of the material, 
and the illustrations reflect one of our vision statements, that St. Rita 
School will be: ÒA place where students are exposed to the great 
works of sacred and secular art, so as to appreciate the role of 
beauty in faith and education.Ó 

¥ Our spiritual theme, ÒHeroes and Heroines of the BibleÓ has been 
incorporated into the Religion curriculum as well. 
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      May God bless our St. Rita families, 
      Mrs. Schlickenmaier 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs. Schlickenmaier , cont. 
 
Eucharistic Adoration added to First Friday for all grades; Eucharistic Procession 

¥ on October 7th to close out ÒYear of the EucharistÓ Adoration schedule developed for each 
grade level; Father Donahue and Father Scalia have spent time with each class discussing 
Adoration; Adoration held in August, September and October. 

¥ Adoration scheduled for the First Fridays of all remaining school months 
New computers installed in all nine classrooms with high speed internet access established for each 

¥ in addition, email accounts have been established for all faculty and staff;  computerized grade 
book program / administrative software installed for teacher and office use; student access in 
the classroom provides quick access for research  

After school enrichment activities added to Extended Day Program 
¥ programs began 10-3-05 including Òsports campÓ option twice a week, Spanish in two sessions 

(one for K-3 and one for 4-8), choir program Ð all  led by St. Rita School faculty. 
Two levels of math instruction (with two separate teachers) in grades 6-8 

¥ Ms. Mantz is teaching level I math for grades 6,7, and 8 in our newly configured classroom in 
the convent; Mrs. Manaker is teaching level II math for grades 6 and 7 and Algebra I for grade 
8 Ð all programs in 6,7 and 8th grade math are being taught in Saxon series; Algebra I using the 
same text as local Catholic high schools. 

ÒMath MondaysÕ offered for middle school students after dismissal with Mrs. Manaker 
¥ started 9-12-05 and well attended! 

After school Spanish language classes available for students in K-8 
¥ see above; offered as part of the after school enrichment programs  
¥ taught by Ms. Shoup, first grade teacher and a heritage Spanish speaker with an undergraduate 

degree in Spanish. 
Monthly early dismissal moved to first Wednesday of each month 

¥ allows a more productive teaching day on early dismissal schedule; 
¥ alignment with monthly HSA meetings provides parents at HSA meeting current information 

based on faculty meeting monthly PrincipalsÕ Forum following HSA meeting also reflects up to 
date information, discussion and decisions from monthly faculty meeting 

Thirty brand new, high quality microscopes and mobile lab cart for Science K-8 
¥ the microscopes arrived over the summer and are carefully ensconced in their special mobile 

lab cart Ð each class will be scheduled for a special lab session using the microscopes between 
October and December, 2005.  All teachers also have access to this cart and the microscopes for 
individual classroom use.  The large storage closet at the back of the computer lab has been 
emptied of obsolete equipment and will be reconfigured to hold our collection of science 
equipment and math manipulatives. 

 
 In addition the Strategic Planning Committee has continued its meetings throughout the 
summer and the new school year and is on schedule to finalize a five-year plan for continuous school 
improvement by the beginning of November.  This important work will give us a ÒblueprintÓ for the 
next five years and is a wide ranging project encompassing all aspects of school life.  Look for updates 
in the months ahead, as well as informational meetings to update all members of the school community 
on this essential work. 
 Whew!  And itÕs only October!  I will be updating you regularly on our additional progress and 
initiatives over the course of the school year Ð and my thanks for all your enthusiasm and support! 
 
      May God bless our St. Rita families, 
      Mrs. Schlickenmaier 
 



 
M ission Statement 

 
By now you have probably seen our schoolÕs ÒnewÓ mission statement: 

 
Saint Rita School embraces the principle that Òthe soul of education is the education of the soulÓ 
(Pope Pius XI).  We are a small Catholic school dedicated to forming children intellectually and 
spiritually using the teachings and traditions of the Catholic Church and the patrimony of 
Western Civilization.  
 

This is not ÒnewÓ in the sense of replacing an old one or being completely original.  It is ÒnewÓ in the sense of 
giving a formal expression to what we are about.  Running a Catholic school these days is tough going.  It helps 
to have a clearly articulated mission to focus on when (not if) the challenges come. 
 
The first sentence is my favorite.  That simple statement helps to focus our thoughts and reorder our priorities if 
ever they get askew.  Souls.  Eternal souls.  That is what makes a Catholic school different.  Yes, we want our 
children to be smart Ð as smart as God has given them the capacity to be.  We want to form them intellectually.  
Nevertheless, we exist not just to produce fact-fi lled brains, or only CEOs, doctors and lawyers.  Any school 
can do that.  We are different because we exist to form eternal souls in Christ and for Christ.  Everything else 
comes after that. 
 
We describe ourselves as a ÒsmallÓ school, not only because we are small, but also because we think our 
smallness is an advantage.  Only when we are small can each student Ð that is, each soul Ð receive the attention 
we want to give. 
 
Because we are Catholic we use the teachings and traditions of the Catholic Church.  We believe the Church 
holds the fullness of the truth and we desire to serve our Lord by using that truth to form children intellectually 
and spiritually.  Our Catholicism is not just a label.  It informs everything we think, say and do.  And we say 
that publicly so we can be held accountable!  
 
As another tool we also use the patrimony of Western Civilization Ð the literary, artistic, scientific, philosophical 
and theological riches that the history of the Western world has given us, from ancient Egypt and Israel to 
Einstein and John Paul II.  Rooted in that wealth, our children will be better able to embrace and rejoice in truth, 
beauty and goodness wherever they find them.  

 
Fr. Paul Scalia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WhatÕs an ÒHSAÓ? 
By Cindy Hart, HSA President 

 
The HSA officers have discovered that when they talk about the HSA outside of the St. Rita School circle, 
people often wonder, ÒWhatÕs an HSA?Ó  Well, hopefully you all know by now that ÒHSAÓ stands for ÒHome 
and School AssociationÓ and that the HSA is the St. Rita version of a PTA or PTO.  But the more important 
question is, ÒWhat does our HSA do?Ó  The answer to that question is a long one!  The HSA sponsors many, 
many activities to raise funds, build community among our school families, and to support our teachers and 
staff.  To get a glimpse of what the St. Rita HSA does, take a look at what weÕve done so far this year. 

!  Basement Extreme Make-Over Project 
(July) 

!  Host Families outreach to new families 
(July/August/September) 

!  Teacher/Staff Welcome Week (Aug.22nd-
25th)Ñ  luncheon, summer treats day, 
breakfast, and end-of-week gifts 

!  Mulch Day for the playground           
(Aug. 27th) 

!  Membership Drive (Aug. 29th-Sept. 
23rd)Ñ we encourage you to join!  Send a 
check for $20 made out to St. Rita HSA 
in an envelope marked ÒDues.Ó 

!  Gift Wrap Sales (Sept. 1st-23rd)Ñ initial 
reports show profits to be about $6500! 

!  Welcome Coffee (Sept. 6th) 

!  1st HSA Meeting  (Sept. 7th) 

!  Homeroom Moms contacted teachers and 
class parents (early to mid-Sept.) 

!  School Lunch Program started (Sept. 
13th) 

!  Parent Service Program sign-up deadline 
(Sept. 14th at Back-to-School Night) 

!  Diocesan PTO Meeting (Sept. 17th)Ñ
HSA officers attend these so that we can 
network with other Catholic schools in 
the diocese 

!  Welcome Social (Sept. 23rd) 

!  Sealant and Mulch Day for the 
playground (Sept. 24th) 

!  Basketball CoachesÕ Meeting (Sept. 
28th)Ñ in anticipation of early October 
basketball team sign-ups 

!  Mini-Walk for the Homeless (Sept. 
30th)Ñ Our community raised over $3500 
for ALIVE! House and CarpenterÕs 
Shelter 

!  Grocery Store and Label collection 
programs begin (Sept. 30th) 

!  Art on the Avenue Booth (Oct. 1st)Ñ  the 
St. Rita booth had numerous visitors who 
were interested in the school, the 
upcoming 5K, and the parish 

!  Book-it! Program Kick-off (Oct 3rd)Ñ our 
schoolÕs fi rst reading incentive program 

!  Great Books Program (began first week 
of October) 

!  Boy and Girl Scout Programs (began in 
early October) 

!  Teacher Luncheon (Oct. 5th)Ñ the start of 
our monthly luncheons for teachers and 
staff  

!  2nd HSA Meeting (Oct. 5th)Ñ mark your 
calendar for Nov. 2nd so you donÕt miss 
the next one! 

!  Enrichment Events Booklets complete 
(Oct. 5th)Ñ our St. Rita volunteer 
Enrichment Coordinators completed 
booklets for our teachers with page after 
page of information on local offerings for 
field trips and in-school enrichment  

!  Directory published (early Oct.) 

 



Can you believe all these things have been done by parent volunteers?  We have a fantastic group of parents at 
St. Rita School!  If youÕve been involvedÑ THANK YOU!  If youÕre not yet part of any of the many HSA 
activities, nowÕs the time to jump in, meet other parents, have some fun, and help your kidsÕ school all at the 
same time.  Watch for upcoming information about the Parish Bazaar, our 2nd annual 5K Fun Run/Walk, the 
Book Fair, the Open House for prospective parents, and other upcoming projects.  For any help that you are able 
to give, we are very grateful! 

 

The First Annual St. Rita School 
 

JEAN ANN BEIRO 
T OU R D ÕE SSA Y  

Wr i t i ng t o W i n!  

 

 

E ssay Wr i t i ng Contest  
 

Student Entries Due 
November 28, 2005 

 

This year, our HSA officers are: 
President: Cindy Hart   Vice President: 
Treasurer    Secretary: 



Scholastic Book Fair in November!  
 
Our Scholastic Book Fair is scheduled for the 
second week of November. Everyone is invited to 
join this celebration of reading.  Not only does this 
event raise money for our school it encourages 
creativity, self-expression, and reading among our 
students. 
 
Come browse, choose books for the whole family, 
and help build our classroom libraries by donating 
books selected by teachers through our 
CLASSROOM WISH LIST program. Every gift 
will be recognized with a bookplate identifying 
your family or child as the donor.  
 
This year, we have an additional new opportunity 
to bring more books to students.  It is called ONE 
FOR BOOKS. 
 
All the money you give goes directly to purchase 
books for our school. Scholastic Book Fairs will 
match the ONE FOR BOOKS dollars raised with a 
donation of books to three non-profit programs 
devoted to improving reading skills among 
children: Kids in Distressed Situations, National 
Center for Family Literacy, and Toys for Tots. 
 
Please look for the CLASSROOM WISH LIST 
and ONE FOR BOOKS program displays in the 
coming weeks and at the Book Fair.  
 
On behalf of students of our school thank you for 
your support. 
 
Kathryn Cate 
 

Have you Noticed? 
 
The school hall/basement got an Òextreme 
makeoverÓ during the summer, and project 
chair Lisa Daly says, thanks to many helpers, 
the work was completed Òon time and under 
budget.Ó With funds allocated by HSA, she 
and her team were able to brighten the space 
with a many-colored paint job, new Òstained 
glassÓ window treatments, multi-purpose area 
rugs, and attractive shelving where Extended 
Day students can stash their stuff.  Even the 
kitchen got a facelift!  
 
The aim was to create a more inviting and 
cheerful place for school assemblies, church-
related gatherings, art and music classes and 
EDC. Should funds become available, Mrs. 
Daly hopes to acquire uniform, new tables and 
brightly-colored chairs to complete the 
makeover. 
 
Kudos and thanks go to plant manager David 
Blas and Miss Ivy for their generous 
assistance, as well as volunteer painters Mike 
Daly, Cindy and Elizabeth Addington, Kerry, 
Molly and Emily Hutton, Gretchen and 
Catherine Schreiber, Kristine Hesse, and Mary 
and Beth Manilla-Smith. 
 
As our Beautifi cation Chair for this year, Mrs. 
Daly will be keeping an eye out for other ways 
to enhance and improve our school 
surroundings. Send her your ideas at 
mikelisadaly@comcast.net, or call 703-521-
4021. 
 

5  K  i n f or m at i on  
Dat e:   Sunday November 13th 
Plac e:   Huntley Meadows Park (Telegraph Rd & South Kings Hwy entrance) 
Time :   2:30 pm    rain or shine 
Cos t :    Adult:  $20   Student:   $5    

Student T-shirt design contest!  Service hours for family registrations!  
Pr izes  inc lude: Race T-shirt, Clear sports water bottle with school motto ÒPax per sapientiamÓ  
  (donated by Noodles& Co), and "Reminder bands".  
! If we reach our fundraising goal of $3000 from families and $5000 from business donors,  
    there will be a dress down day for entire school and an ice cream party!"  
  
Our Sponsors /Donors so far 
Sponsors  $500 
Robcyns 
Engelside Car Care 


