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 ACADEMICS  
 
CURRICULUM 
 
Curriculum encompasses the sequentially ordered learning experiences which the school provides for its 
students. The total curriculum includes the development of Catholic values and attitudes, as well as the 
attainment of knowledge and skills necessary for the student’s spiritual, moral, intellectual, social and 
physical development. 
 
The basic curriculum for the school (but not necessarily for each grade level) includes the following 
subjects: Religion, Reading, Language Arts (English, Spelling, Handwriting), Mathematics, Science, Social 
Studies, Fine Arts (Art and Music), Health and Safety, Physical Education, Computer Education, Library 
and Foreign Language (full implementation 2006-07). 

 
Students must satisfy the following criteria to be place in Algebra I: 
 

¥ Math Composite standardized test score  
 National Percentile: 90 or above 
¥ Class grade in Math : 90 or above 
¥ Iowa Algebra Aptitude Test results: 80 or above 

(Recommended time of testing – May of seventh grade year) 
¥ Teacher evaluation/recommendation 

(Because the Algebra I course incorporates numerous word problems that students need to solve, 
a teacher’s recommendation should take into consideration the reading comprehension 
standardized test score when making a final decision for placement in Algebra I.) 

 

A student who does not meet this criterion must receive a favorable teacher recommendation to be 
considered for placement in Algebra I. 
 

Prior to entering Algebra I as an eighth grader, the student will have mastered all Diocesan Mathematics 
Curriculum for students in grades kindergarten through pre-algebra. 
 
Eighth grade students must satisfy the following criteria to receive credit for Algebra I instruction and 
placement in the next level of high school math instruction:  

 

1. Passing the Algebra I course 
2. Scoring 77% on the Diocesan Algebra I exam 
3. Receiving teacher recommendation for placement in the next level of high school math 

instruction 
 

If a student does not score 77% on the exam, a compelling case made by the teacher through the use of the 
Teacher Recommendation Form can be forwarded to the high school. The decision of the high school will 
be final. 
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Eighth grade students must satisfy the following criteria to receive credit for Foreign Language Level I 
instruction and placement in high school Foreign Language Level II: 

 

1. Passing the eight grade Foreign Language course 
2. Scoring 77% on the Diocesan Foreign Language exam 
3. Receiving teacher recommendation for placement in Level II 

 
If a student does not score 77% on the exam, a compelling case made by the teacher through the use of the 
Teacher Recommendation Form can be forwarded to the high school. The decision of the high school will 
be final. 

Curriculum guidelines for all subject areas may be found on the Diocesan website at 
http://www.arlingtondiocese.org/offices/schools/curriculum-home.html. 
 
 

IMPLEMENTATION OF FAMILY LIFE PROGRAM 
 
Catechesis in Sexuality is an important and sensitive component of a comprehensive program of 
catechesis. According to the Second Vatican Council, "As they (children and young people) 
advance in years, they should be given positive and prudent sexual education." Education in 
sexuality includes all dimensions of the topic: moral, spiritual, psychological, emotional, and 
physical. Its goal is training in chastity in accord with the teaching of Christ and the Church, to be 
lived in a wholesome manner in marriage, the single state, the priesthood, and religious life. 
 
 
 

TEXTBOOKS/SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS
 
Students are provided with all hardback textbooks and consumable softback/workbook texts 
through the book fee assessed at registration.  It is anticipated that all hardback textbooks will be 
kept in good condition and covered.  Any lost or damaged textbooks or workbooks are to be 
replaced at cost by parents.  A supply list is furnished to each student prior to the start of the school 
year.   
 
 
 

TECHNOLOGY 
 
There is no expectation or right to privacy or right to freedom of speech when using the school’s 
computer resources, which are the school’s property. Any use of the School’s computers and 
Internet access must be in support of education and research and be consistent with the educational 
objectives of the Office of Catholic Schools.  

 
Using school facilities for Internet access and e-mail is a privilege, not a right. Inappropriate use 
which includes but is not limited to unauthorized transmittal or improper use of copyrighted 
materials or materials protected as trade secrets; transmission of threatening or obscene materials; 
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vandalism of computer files; and violation of computer security as determined by the school 
administration can result in a cancellation, denial, suspension and/or revocation of those privileges 
by the school administration and also subject the user to other disciplinary action. Where 
appropriate, the school should submit a completed Internet Threat Report form to the 
Superintendent of Schools and to the local police department. Vandalism is defined to include any 
malicious attempt to harm or destroy data of another user, the Internet or any agencies or networks 
connected to the Internet.  The creation and/or uploading and/or downloading of “computer viruses” 
are expressly prohibited. 
 
Additional responsibilities for use of school facilities for the Internet and e-mail are:  
 

1. When using networks or computing resources of other organizations, students must 
observe the rules of that organization regarding such use.  

2. Users should not reveal their personal addresses or phone number(s), and shall not 
reveal the personal address or phone number(s) of others without their 
authorization/permission.  

3. Users are reminded that electronic mail (e-mail) is not guaranteed to be private. 
Operators of the network/system have access to all mail. Messages relating to or in 
support of illegal activities may be reported to the authorities.  

 Students shall immediately notify the system administrator/school administration if 
they suspect that a security problem with the system and/or the Internet exists.  

 Any attempt to log onto the Internet or the school’s network/system as a systems 
administrator will result in a loss of user privileges at the school. Any user identified 
as a security risk by the school administration/systems administrator due to a history 
of actual or suspected unauthorized access to other computer(s), network(s) or 
system(s) may be denied access to the school’s computers, networks and/or systems.  

 Users shall abide by generally accepted rules of network etiquette, which include but 
are not limited to:  
a. Messages to others shall be polite and shall not be abusive.  
 Messages shall use appropriate language and shall not use obscenities, 

vulgarities or other inappropriate language.  
 Use of the network shall not disrupt use of the network by others. 

 
7. The Diocese/schools make no warranty of any kind, whether express or implied, 

for Internet service. The Diocese/school will not be responsible for any damages 
suffered. This includes loss of data resulting from delays, non-deliveries, mis-
deliveries, or service interruptions caused by its own negligence or user errors or 
omissions. Use of any information obtained via the Internet is at the user's risk. The 
school specifically denies any responsibility for the accuracy or quality of 
information obtained through its services. 
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TESTING 
 

The school’s testing program is intended to assist teachers and administrators in a systematic 
evaluation of the academic and religion programs, to diagnose students’ strengths and 
weaknesses, and to aid in revision of the curriculum and planning of instruction. 
 
In addition to academic tests for grading purposes, the school will administer standardized 
religion and achievement tests according to the diocesan testing program. All eighth grade 
students take the high school placement test used in determining placement in diocesan high 
schools. Eighth grade teachers are encouraged to review only the format and style of the high 
school placement test with their students. 

HOMEWORK 
 
In order to reinforce daily work and develop good study habits, the school promotes specific 
homework policies. 
 
Although homework has different purposes at different grades, homework is required at all grade 
levels. The amount of homework a child may have on any given day will vary depending upon the 
nature of the assignment, the amount of work the child completes in school that day, and the speed 
at which the child completes his/her work at home. 
 
SUGGESTED TIME ALLOTMENTS  
 
St. Rita School suggests the following as appropriate for nightly homework on average.  Suggested 
times do not include special projects, etc. which may require additional time to complete. 

Grades 1-3:      10 to 30 minutes daily 
Grades 4-6:   30 to 60 minutes daily 
Grades 7-8:      60 minutes to 2 hours daily 

 
Homework is designed in the lower grades to improve skills and proficiency and in the upper grades 
to increase mastery of material presented in class.  Homework assignments are made with these 
goals in mind and are therefore an important part of each student’s academic program.  Parents are 
encouraged to monitor homework for satisfactory completion.  Student planners for homework 
assignments and calendar notes are required for each student and must be purchased from the school 
for students in grades 2-8. 
 
 

PARENT-TEACHER COMMUNICATION 
 
Teachers are expected to be reasonably available to parents throughout the school year to keep the 
lines of communication open in the best interest of the students. Parent-teacher conferences can be 
scheduled throughout the school year if necessary. Parents should first privately contact a teacher 



 

10 
OFFICE OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS Elementary Parent/Student Handbook 
 revised 2008 

with any concerns about a student or class concerns before seeking intervention by the school 
administration. 
 
SCHEDULING AND OTHER CONFERENCE INFORMATION  
 
Mandatory parent-teacher conferences are held at the end of the first quarter.  No report cards will 
be issued from the first quarter without this conference.  Conferences may be requested at any time 
during the school year by writing the teacher, via email or by telephoning the school office.  Each 
teacher has an email address, which is published in the school directory, and all email and telephone 
calls will be answered within 24 hours of receipt.  Conferences may also be held with the school 
principal at any time by request via email or telephone.  Parents are encouraged to contact teachers 
regarding any concerns prior to contacting the school principal. 
 

GRADING/REPORT CARDS 
 
Overall evaluation of the student must be based on teacher judgment and observation of the 
student’s daily work, class participation, effort, and performance on teacher prepared tests (to 
include but not be limited to projects, portfolios, and other tools of assessment). 
 

The purpose of report cards is to alert the parents and present to them an assessment of their child’s 
achievement in his/her academic studies. 
 
Students with identified disabilities who have a current IEP or Student Assistance Plan should 
receive an asterisk on their report card grade when modifications have been made to the curriculum. 
A modification changes the content, instructional level, or student work load of subject matter or 
tests. Conversely, accommodated programs should not be denoted. 
 
GRADI NG SYSTEM 
 

Grades 1-3:  
1 (O) 97-100 (reserved for exceptional student performance) 
2 (VG) 90-96 
3 (S/G) 89-76 
4 (I) 70-75 
5 (U) Below 70 

 *  Indicates modified curriculum 

 
Academic Program 
 
A numbered grade is indicated in the appropriate box for each subject area. 

* (asterisk) Indicates modified curriculum 

 
It should be noted that for Primary Progress Reports, the established scale (1 -5) has not 
been designed to be synonymous with the traditional letter grades (A, B, C, D, F). 
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Grades 4-8: 
 93-100  A 
 85-92  B 
 77-84  C 
 70-76  D 
 Below 70 F 
 
 
Codes for Social and Work Characteristics 
 

 ME Meets Expectations 
 NI Needs Improvement 
 

Codes for Effort and Arts & Skills: 
  
 Outstanding 
 Above Average 
 Average 
 Below Average 
 Unsatisfactory 
 
 
 
Interim reports are sent at the midquarter during first, second and third quarter for all students in 
grades 1-8.  These interim reports also include any unsatisfactory reports from specialty classes.  
Interims are sent during the midpoint of fourth quarter only to those students in jeopardy of failing a 
subject.  Report cards are issued at the end of all four quarters for students in grades 1-8 and at the 
end of second and fourth quarters for the Kindergarten. 

 
St. Rita School awards first and second honors to students in grades 4-8 at the end of each marking 
period according to the following scale: 
 
First  Honors  
 
93 or above in all academic subjects 
no grade lower than “3” in specialty classes 
no development mark lower than “ME” 
 
Second Honors 
85 or above in all academic subjects 
no grade lower than “3” in specialty classes 
no development mark lower than “ME” 
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PROMOTION/RETENTION/PLACEMENT POLICY 
 

A major goal of the school is to assist students to complete each academic year satisfactorily. The 
repetition of a grade is recommended when it is deemed by the school to be necessary and 
advantageous to the particular needs of the student. 
 

¥ The final decision to promote or retain a student is based on the student’s academic 
performance and best interest as determined by the principal. 

 
¥ Teachers will notify parents if their child is not progressing satisfactorily toward a 

passing grade in the course. 
 
¥ Elementary students failing one or two academic areas must successfully complete 

summer school or another program approved by the principal in order to be 
promoted to the next grade. If a student fails three or more core academic subjects, 
the student will not be promoted to the next grade. 

 
¥ Students who have not successfully completed summer school or another program 

approved by the principal but would not benefit from being retained in the grade 
may be “placed” in the next grade level; however the school must prepare and 
implement an “Academic Intervention Plan” for the student as a condition of 
placement. 

 
 

SCHOOL COUNSELORS 

 
School counselors are available to confer with students in areas which may extend beyond 
academic matters. While the conferences are generally confidential, the counselor may need to 
disclose certain information to parents, school administration or other authorities. 


